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famous or successful songwriter, but I still write
songs. But not for a living.
JUDGE BARNETT: Okay. All right. Thank

you. And you may present your evidence at this

time.
EVIDENCE PRESENTED BY GEORGE JOHNSON
THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor. I
think -- excuse me -- what I'm going to try to do is

go through my evidence, and I'd like to enter my
evidence, if I could. I don't know if I enter it on
a single basis. I have GEO Exhibits 4001 to 4086.
And I'd like to enter those in the record if I could
or do them on an individual basis. I'm not sure
which is best.

JUDGE BARNETT: We will mark all of those
as provisionally admitted until we review the
objections by the parties.

THE WITNESS: Yes, Your Honor.

(GEO Exhibit Numbers 4001-4086 were
marked and received into evidence.)

JUDGE BARNETT: Thank you.

THE WITNESS: I guess I'd also like to,
under Federal Rule 702, to ask the Court that I be
granted an expert witness as an opinion witness and

maybe a fact witness in the areas of songwriting, of
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music copyright and -- those two areas, I guess.

JUDGE BARNETT: We can certainly admit
you as an expert songwriter.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

JUDGE BARNETT: Your knowledge of
copyright by virtue of you being a songwriter
certainly is fair game, but we will not accept any
of your testimony regarding copyright or licensing
as that of a copyright expert.

THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you, Your

Honor.

JUDGE BARNETT: Thank you.

THE WITNESS: I feel weird knowing that,
but I guess I have to, so anyway -- so, let's see.

I want to start off with Exhibit 4084, please. So
the question is why are we here? And there's a lot
of reasons.

I have an attorney in Nashville who has
been my personal attorney, music attorney, Mr. James
Harris, who is a great attorney. And one day he
just sent this to me. And, of course, he is talking
about the 9.1 cent Subpart A, but to me it applies
to Subpart B. And he asks the question why do we --
you know, we have a minimum rate. Why do we have a

minimum rate? Because the minimum rate is provided

Heritage Reporting Corporation
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FINAL DETERMINATION
(Public Version)

The Copyright Royalty Judges (Judges) hereby issue their written determination of
royalty rates and terms to apply from January 1, 2021, through December 31, 2025, to digital
performance of sound recordings over the Internet by nonexempt, noninteractive transmission
services and to the making of ephemeral recordings to facilitate those performances.

The rate for commercial subscription services in 2021 is $0.0026 per performance. The
rate for commercial nonsubscription services in 2021 is $0.0021 per performance. The rates for
the period 2022 through 2025 for both subscription and nonsubscription services shall be
adjusted to reflect the increases or decreases, if any, in the general price level, as measured by
the change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (U.S. City Average, all items)
(CPI-U) from that published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) in November 2020, as set
forth in the regulations adopted by this determination.

The rates for noncommercial webcasters are: $1000 annually for each station or channel
for all webcast transmissions totaling not more than 159,140 Aggregate Tuning Hours (ATH) in
a month, for each year in the rate term. In addition, if, in any month, a noncommercial webcaster
makes total transmissions in excess of 159,140 ATH on any individual channel or station, the
noncommercial webcaster shall pay per-performance royalty fees for the transmissions it makes
on that channel or station in excess of 159,140 ATH at the rate of $0.0021 per performance in
2021. The rates for transmissions over 159,140 ATH per month for the period 2022 through
2025 shall be adjusted to reflect the increases or decreases, if any, in the general price level, as
measured by the changes in the CPI-U from that published by BLS in November 2020, as set
forth in the regulations adopted by this determination.

The Judges also determine herein details relating to the rates for each category of
webcasting service, such as minimum fee and administrative terms, in the following analysis.
“Exhibit A” to this determination contains the regulatory language codifying the terms of the
Judges’ determination.

md/kw [REDACTED] Final Determination of Rates and Terms
2021-2025 (Web V) - 1
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